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HAVE YOUR SAY ON THE FUTURE OF PLACES IN NORTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
The Joint Core Strategy is the Plan for the area covering Corby, East Northamptonshire, Kettering and Wellingborough.   The current Plan is under review to cover the next 20 years, and the Joint Planning Unit is asking people from across North Northamptonshire about development issues to make sure the new Plan will reflect local needs and ambitions for change.

Have your say by filling in this questionnaire.  The questions link to background information in an Issues Paper, which is available at www.nnjpu.org.uk or by telephoning 01536 274974.    
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PART 1: FUTURE ROLES OF TOWNS, VILLAGES & COUNTRYSIDE

	

	TOWN CENTRES

· More local people choose to shop in North Northamptonshire than 5 years ago.

· The main increase in trade has been at the retail parks and larger supermarkets.

· The current Plan supports new shopping developments in town centres, rather than retail parks.



	First of all, please tell us what North Northamptonshire town centre you visit most often. 


	1. What else would you like to see in your town centre and what would make you visit more often, or for longer?



	2. For what reasons or products/services do you visit town centres outside  North Northamptonshire? 


	COUNTRYSIDE & VILLAGES: 

· The current Plan is for most development to happen in the towns, particularly Corby, Kettering and Wellingborough; with development in the countryside normally limited to within village boundaries.
· The Plan will consider future opportunities for rural areas, such as forestry, food and energy production, nature conservation, water resources, employment, recreation and tourism.
· New villages may have a role to play but local services need to be supported in existing villages.
· Lack of access to public transport for people without cars is an important rural issue.


	3. How can we encourage more working from home, community hubs and mobile services, so there is less need to travel to the towns for jobs and services?


	4. Do the countryside and villages need to attract more people to live, work and visit, to ensure a prosperous future?



	5. How should we define organic development – could it mean up to 10% growth in the number of houses every ten years?  What impact would this have?


	6. Have village boundaries limited development and what effect has this had on communities – are boundaries necessary at all?



	7. Could villages could work in ‘clusters’ to share jobs, services and new housing opportunities – how and where would this work?



	8. Do you support the development of new villages? Please say where you think there is an opportunity for this



PART 2: CLIMATE CHANGE & HOW THE AREA CAN ADAPT FOR IT
· The green network can help us to adapt to the effects of climate change .

· In the past 20 years, people have travelled by car more because there are fewer local services  and jobs. 

· The Plan aims to reduce car travel, but this means jobs and services need to be easier to walk and cycle to, and it means improving public transport as well.
· The current Plan sets ‘green’ targets for energy & construction in new development.

	9. Which parts of towns need more green space, or better links to  it?



	10. What would encourage you to travel by car less?



	11. Please look at the following list of actions that could help reduce our impact on climate change.  Please tick the 3 you consider most important: 
(
Upgrading existing housing

(
Raising energy standards for new developments

(
‘Adaptations’ in new developments (e.g. ‘green roofs’, more trees etc)

(
New ‘renewable energy’ developments (e.g. wind, solar, waste etc.)

(
Increasing gardens, parks, green routes, and river restoration in towns

(
Producing and using food and fuel locally

(
Planting large numbers of trees along main roads and in the wider countryside

(
Improving walking and cycling routes
(
 Improving public transport, both around towns and in the rural area

(
Providing more jobs and services locally, to reduce the need to travel further afield

(
Other (please give more information): 



PART 3: BALANCING HOUSING GROWTH & EMPLOYMENT GROWTH
	HOUSING
· The Plan needs to have a ‘balance of jobs and homes” in North Northamptonshire.

·  In 2008, the target was 52,100 new homes by 2021 and 47,400 new jobs.

· Local authorities suggest around 41,000 homes by 2031 would be a more realistic target.
· The Plan will consider what development is already committed through planning permissions, as well as other opportunities and needs e.g. regeneration & town centre expansion


	12. Are we right to scale back the housing targets for North Northamptonshire?



	13. Would you support additional housing being built where you live (bearing in mind that some housing will already have planning permission)?


	14. If so, what benefits would you want this to bring to your area?


	15. If not, what if anything, would make additional housing acceptable to you? 



	EMPLOYMENT: 

· Getting more and better jobs is a key objective.
· Currently there are 9 jobs for every 10 homes in North Northamptonshire, and most jobs are in Corby, Kettering & Wellingborough. 
· Since 2001, East Northamptonshire and Kettering have had an increase in jobs but in Corby and Wellingborough there have been losses overall.    

· Manufacturing has declined and warehousing has grown. Environmental technologies and high performance engineering could be opportunities for future employment.


	16. What sorts of jobs are needed in your town or village and where should employment sites be located?



	17. How can we best meet the needs of local businesses and provide room for them to grow?


	18. What practical measures can be taken to ensure that the rural areas are competitive and effective locations for businesses?



	19. Where should warehousing development be allowed and under what conditions?



	20. Should the new Plan identify key sites for large employment developments that are of ‘wider than local’ importance?



PART 4: QUALITY PLACES & MEETING LOCAL PEOPLE’S NEEDS

	QUALITY PLACES

· Across Northamptonshire people have different views on the ‘quality of life’ in their area.

· We know some places can be improved e.g. with regeneration, better services and transport.

· The Plan will consider how well places meet the needs of residents, e.g. with job opportunities, facilities and activities.



	21. Please let us know what area you consider to be your ‘neighbourhood’.  How could your neighbourhood change for the better?



	22. Which parts of your neighbourhood, town or village should be prioritised for  change or regeneration?



	23. Where are the opportunities for development in your neighbourhood, town or village?



	24. What do you feel already works well in your neighbourhood?




MEETING LOCAL PEOPLE’S NEEDS

· North Northamptonshire has grown in the past 30 years but infrastructure, services and facilities have not kept up across the area.

· Infrastructure is needed for growth but government funding will not always be available in future, so we are looking for other funding.

	25. What services or facilities are needed in your neighbourhood, town or village?



	26. What services and facilities should be the priorities (and why)?


	

	Do you have any other comments you would like to make about your neighbourhood
Or any comments about the local towns or villages you use? (Please state which these are)



After completing this questionnaire, please hand it back to a Joint Planning Unit representative, or return in the Freepost envelope supplied  by Monday 28th March 2011 to:
THANK YOU
	ABOUT YOU
You don’t need to answer these questions if you don’t want to, but if you do it will help us to understand whether some types of people are not responding and whether we need to do more to get them involved.

Age Group: 
5-15 (    
16-24 (    
25-34 (    
35-44 (    
45-54 (    
55-64 (   
 65+ (
Gender:                          Male (               
Female (
Ethnic origin:                 Asian or Asian British (     
Black or Black British (     
Chinese (
                                         White British (      

Other (please state)  ____________
Employment:                Employed (    
 Self employed  -  at home (  -  or business premises (
                                         Homemaker (
 Full time student (
Do you consider yourself disabled?      
 Yes (    
No (


If you want us to keep you informed about progress with the Plan, please add your contact details:

	Name:

E-mail:

Address:

In accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998 your details will be retained on our database.  These details will only be used by the NNJPU and the local planning authorities of Corby, East Northamptonshire, Kettering and Wellingborough for the purpose of consultation on local planning documents for North Northamptonshire. The data will not be passed to other parties or used for any other purpose.
Please note that comments made during the consultation period cannot be treated as confidential and will be made publicly available.


Every effort will be made to ensure this questionnaire is accessible to all.  Please contact the JPU on 01536 274974 for assistance and further information.
North Northamptonshire





First of all, tell us which town or village you live in or closest to: 











YOUR PLACE
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